I, _________________________________, hereby apply to study sword and self-defense arts with the Silk Road School of Sword and Self-Defense, under the instruction of Gereg Jones Muller, Master-at-Arms for the said school, and any subordinate instructors he may appoint.  For my own safety and that of the Silk Road School, as well as its instructors and other students, I have read and understood the following, and by my signature below do signify that I agree to the terms specified:

SAFETY:


I understand that Gereg agrees to instruct me in the safe use and practise of the aforementioned arts and the tools and weapons pertaining thereunto.  I understand that Gereg absolutely prohibits full-speed sparring or unsupervised practise with live weapons (i.e. weapons made from real steel, whether sharpened or not, or from solid hardwood—“wasters” or “bokken”—, whether padded or not) during any function connected with the Silk Road School's activities, and that I may be subject to immediate expulsion from the said School and any further School activities if I should somehow manage to engage in this kind of foolishness while Gereg's attention and/or that of any subordinate instructors is elsewhere.  


The above points notwithstanding, I also understand that the practise and study of these arts may entail some risk to my health, and that even the shinai (split bamboo practise swords) customarily used for sparring within the Silk Road School can break small bones and split skin over bone if used carelessly.  I hereby accept full responsibility for these potential risks, and agree that neither Gereg Jones Muller nor his appointed subordinates, nor the Silk Road School or the property owners of any premises on which the Silk Road School is conducting classes, nor my fellow students, are to be held liable for any injury I may receive as a result of my undertaking this course of study.  I agree to request clarification on any points of technique which are unclear to me.


I also understand that Gereg has an excellent safety record amongst his students, and that he fully intends to keep it that way.  Consequently, if I am angry or irritated with any student or teacher of the Silk Road School, I agree to arbitration by Gereg or his appointed substitute before sparring with the said student or teacher.

HONOUR & RESPECT:


I recognise that the study of the sword is traditionally linked with the study of honour, and I understand that honourable behaviour towards my instructors and fellow students is only the beginning of such a study.  I agree always to treat my teachers and fellow students with honour and respect to the best of my understanding of these ideals, to accept instruction and enter in dialogue with instructors and other students to improve my understanding of these ideals, and to request clarification of any point of honour which is unclear to me.  I agree and vow that any skills which I learn as a part of this course of study will only be employed in practise for self-improvement, or in extremity to defend either myself or other beings whom I believe to need such defense, and I agree to stand up for the truth and the right, as I see them, according to the best of my power and discretion.

POWER & DISCRETION:

I understand that this agreement does not oblige me to enter physical conflicts in order to stand up for my beliefs as noted above.  I also understand that this agreement does not exempt me from local, county, state, or federal laws which may apply in consequence of my actions.  I agree that neither Gereg Jones Muller nor his appointed subordinates, nor the Silk Road School or the property owners of any premises on which the Silk Road School is conducting classes, nor my fellow students, are to be held liable for the consequences of my choices and actions.

Signed this _________ day of _______________, 200​​__ of the Common Era,





__________________________________

If the above-named individual is below eighteen years of age, the signature of a parent or legal guardian is required below for the above agreement and waiver to be valid and for the applicant to receive instruction from the Silk Road School or its instructors.

Name_______________________

Address______________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

Telephone:__________________

e-mail?:____________________

Birth date:___________________

Previous martial arts experience or exposure (e.g. classes, friends, movies, comic books—whatever):

What brought you to the Silk Road School?
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